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EDITORIAL. 

As the sailor must get his bearings in order to know the direc- 
tion to steer his craft, so the teacher must get his if he would 
Getting our accomplish the purposes of his high calling. 
Bearings The tendency is to forget our true aim in teach- 

ing and make the subject we teach an end in itself rather than a 
means to an end. This is apparent as one reads or listens to 
discussions on what to teach and why and how to teach it in both 
secondary school and college subjects. 

The state or community supports its schools to make good 
citizens, and good citizenship implies good character and a 
trained mind. We cannot have good characters or trained 
minds without a developed will — a will to make us ( i ) attend, 
concentrate, etc.; (2) choose the right rather than the wrong. 
It appears evident, therefore, that one very important element in 
our educational work is the development of the will, yet this fact 
seldom stands out as a conscious effort on the part of the 
teacher. 

If people would shift their viewpoint somewhat, so as to keep 
more prominently in mind as the primary object of education, 
the making of good citizens with the elements that it implies, 
instead of making a knowledge of the subject the primary object 
there would be fewer of the present day remedies for our educa- 
tional ills. 

What a student gets out of a subject depends to a very large 
extent on his attitude of mind towards it, so that interest is an 
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important element that must be acquired if not already present ; 
and here lies one of the greatest difficulties in connection with 
the teaching of mathematics. How are we to get the students 
interested? Their interest is largely in proportion to the direct 
use they can see for the facts of the subject, and they have much 
assistance from the general public to lead them to this attitude of 
mind. The teacher will do well to do all he can to get the 
student to see the direct bearing of his subject on everyday life, 
not only from the self-evident standpoint of using the facts, but 
particularly from the standpoint of using the training the sub- 
ject furnishes the occasion for developing. 

In other words we as teachers must keep more constantly and 
prominently in mind the fundamental objects for which the 
schools are supported, viz., character and training and then see 
the full value of our subjects as means to this end rather than 
ends in themselves. Having done this we should stand up for 
our subject fearlessly and without apology knowing that if 
properly taught it will prove an instrument of the highest value 
for attaining the desired object. 



